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slow but not stop Iran’s nuclear ambi-
tions. This is so.

Mr. Speaker, the fact is, no deal will
include concrete guarantees that Iran
will not develop nuclear weapons. Yet,
in pursuit of a deal, the Biden adminis-
tration is offering concessions that will
enrich our adversaries, endanger our
allies, and cost America dearly.

The whole new deal now hinges on
delisting the Islamic Revolutionary
Guard—yes, that terrorist organiza-
tion—even as the IRGC supported at-
tacks against U.S. troops recently in
the UAE.

Mr. Speaker, sanctions relief will
give Iran access to over $100 billion in
frozen assets. That is over $100 billion
in frozen assets to the center of ter-
rorism in the world. Nuclear trade, in
addition, with Russia and China will
only strengthen this unholy alliance.

What can our allies expect from an
Iran enriched from energy sales and
free from sanctions? Even worse, Presi-
dent Biden is seeking to buy oil from
Iran instead of ramping up U.S. produc-
tion. This disastrous decision, irra-
tional decision, will fill their coffers
even more.

We have wrecked our U.S. national
and economic security, Mr. Speaker, by
forfeiting our energy over the last 15
months and our independence. We are
now subject to the fluctuations from
the randomness of the geopolitical
events rather than relying upon Amer-
ican workers and American energy.

We have cost our Nation thousands of
jobs and empowered our enemies. We
are seeing this firsthand with the le-
verage we have ceded to Russia because
this administration seeks to decimate
U.S. energy production.

The Department of Energy is taking
trips and seeking oil purchases from
Venezuela. Mr. Speaker, I have not
seen Department of Energy representa-
tives in Pennsylvania to see how the
great reserves in the Marcellus Shale
can support our country’s energy
needs.

Is the Biden administration choosing
Venezuela over Pennsylvania? Are they
choosing Tehran over Texas? And as
my good friend, Representative AUGUST
PFLUGER, branded not too long ago:
Are they choosing Moscow over Mid-
land?

This is the product of disastrous do-
mestic policies weakening our hand in
diplomacy and the Biden administra-
tion rushing to negotiate from a posi-
tion of weakness. It is why our allies
are urging us to walk away and keep
sanctions in place on Iran.

This deal was misguided 7 years ago.
It is downright dangerous today. We
need Democrats and Republicans in
this House to stand up for America and
against this erroneous, misguided,
senseless Iran nuke deal.

HONORING MAJOR NHIA LONG
VANG
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. CosTA) for 5 minutes.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I want to
begin by taking a moment to remem-
ber one of my constituents who lived
an extraordinary life, Major Nhia Long
Vang, who recently passed away.

Major Vang was a longtime leader in
the Fresno Hmong community and
bravely served alongside American sol-
diers in Laos during the Vietnam war.
This conflict also is known as the se-
cret war in Laos. Major Vang was re-
cruited at the age of 19 by the Central
Intelligence Agency to serve in the
Special Guerilla Unit, otherwise known
as the SGU, during the secret war to
help the U.S. fight against the North
Vietnamese Communist Army and the
Pathet Lao Communist troops.

In the late 1960s and early 1970s,
Major Vang led intelligence missions
on the Ho Chi Minh Trail to gather sur-
veillance on the Communist forces. He
also oversaw missions that rescued
American pilots during the Vietnam
war when their planes were shot down.

By 1980, Major Vang’s family received
asylum to come to the United States,
where he would settle in Fresno in 1983.
Once in the United States, Major Vang
worked tirelessly to support the fami-
lies of soldiers whom the secret war in
Laos impacted.

Major Vang was a leader and advisor
to organizations like the Lao Veterans
of America and the Special Guerilla
Units Veterans and Families. Major
Vang was also instrumental and a part-
ner in helping my efforts to secure bur-
ial rights in national cemeteries and
other benefits for Special Guerilla Unit
veterans who fought alongside with
American soldiers.

It has been an honor in my career to
get to know a hero like Major Vang
and work with him as an advocate for
the SGU veterans and get them the
recognition they so deserve.

WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I want to
turn now to recognize Women'’s History
Month. While it is the end of March
now, we so honor always the contribu-
tions that women make in our country
and in our valley. Across the world
they make a difference every day, as
we know.

I would like to take this opportunity
to recognize just some of the so many
talented and incredible women that I
interact with and I get a chance to
work with:

Dora Westerlund is president and
CEO of the Fresno Area Hispanic Foun-
dation. Dora has changed the lives of
more than 15,000 Hispanic and non-His-
panic-owned businesses to become eco-
nomically self-sufficient and add to the
vibrancy of our economy in the San
Joaquin Valley.

Sara Bosse serves as the public
health director for Madera County.
During this pandemic she has been in-
credibly responsive and led the coun-
ty’s response to combat COVID-19 by
expanding testing, vaccinations, and
managing the outbreaks in Madera
County.

Mr. Speaker, I also want to recognize
Gammelah Mohammed of Merced who
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founded the Merced County Freedom
Coalition, which fosters collaboration
between law enforcement, government
agencies, and other community part-
ners in the fight against human traf-
ficking. As co-chair of the Victims
Rights Caucus, I know her efforts are
very important. She has provided es-
sential resources to support survivors
and victims of crime.
AMERICA’S SUPPLY CHAIN ISSUES

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I now want
to turn to an important issue that is
affecting our economy, and that is the
supply chain issue. Congress can take
effective action by cracking down on
foreign-owned shipping companies that
have monopolized the industry and
that are creating inflationary pres-
sures.

My bill, the Ocean Shipping Anti-
trust Enforcement Act, subjects for-
eign-owned ocean shipping carriers to
American antitrust law, as they should
be. This builds on provisions in the
Ocean Shipping Reform Act that Rep-
resentative GARAMENDI and I and oth-
ers are supporting that has already
passed the House.

Together, these pieces of legislation
protect American exporters from un-
fair trade practices like container rate
increases, sudden change in shipping
schedules, unreasonable fees by ship-
ping companies, and ships leaving ports
with empty containers after they have
offloaded their goods here in America.

Agricultural producers in California
are suffering. A University of Cali-
fornia study found that in the fall of
2021, an empty container leaving Cali-
fornia ports hit almost 80 percent, pre-
pandemic it was about 30 percent. This
is an unfair trade practice.

President Biden said in this very
Chamber during the State of the
Union—on the topic of ocean shipping
reform—that capitalism without com-
petition is exploitation. It is. We must
answer the President’s call to get this
meaningful ocean shipping reform leg-
islation to his desk.

GOD BLESS UKRAINE

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, let me
close by saying, God bless the people of
Ukraine and the suffering during this
horrific war taken on by the pariah
Putin, who is a war criminal and must
be punished for it. God bless them.

TRIBUTE TO DON YOUNG

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
California (Miss GONZALEZ-COLON) for 5
minutes. . .

Miss GONZALEZ-COLON. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to give tribute to Con-
gressman Don Young.

For almost 50 years, Congressman
Don Young proudly represented all
Alaska. The dean of the House, as he
was affectionately known, was the
ninth-longest tenured Member of Con-
gress. His passing last week leaves a
huge void for his constituents, for this
body, and certainly for so many of us
who had the honor of personally know-
ing Don. For me, personally, I thought
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he was a mentor for many of the issues
that we shared together.

Our paths first crossed when I was 20
years old and I was elected among a
group of fellow young Republicans to
meet Congressman Young when he vis-
ited the island to discuss its future po-
litical status. It was in that moment
when I was able to witness firsthand
his loyalty to the causes he deeply
cared about, including Puerto Rico’s
quest for statehood.

Little did I know at that time that I
would have the fortune and honor to
serve alongside him in the U.S. House
of Representatives, and to sit on the
two committees he ever served on and
chaired, the Natural Resources and the
Transportation and Infrastructure
Committees.

Congressman Don Young had a
unique perspective when it came to
Puerto Rico’s fight for statehood and
full equality as American citizens. He
could relate because he moved to Alas-
ka shortly after it was admitted into
the Union as the 49th State.

As Alaska’s sole Representative in
the House, he understood better than
anyone else the inequities under the
territorial status and the opportunities
that statehood brings. He knew what
kind of fight we would be in for, and he
was with us every step of the way.

He understood the difficulties of rep-
resenting a non-contiguous district
here in this body, and because of this,
Puerto Rico found in him an imme-
diate ally. He frequently visited the is-
land and even served as an election ob-
server in one of our most recent ref-
erendums, demonstrating once again
his longstanding commitment to ensur-
ing the island’s 3.2 million American
citizens had their voice heard.

When former Speaker Paul Ryan was
giving a tribute to Congressman Don
Young when he became the dean of the
House, he said: You always knew where
he stood, but more importantly, you
always knew where you stood with
him. And that is because he made no
secret of his politics or his opinion.

He was a staunch supporter of uti-
lizing domestic energy and mineral
production and infrastructure develop-
ment to spur economic growth. He also
fiercely defended Alaska Natives’
rights and worked tirelessly to ensure
they were enabled to improve their
lives and economic status. He was a
loyal friend to organized labor and to
his fellow veterans.

Congressman Don Young was a legis-
lative force of nature. He was the pri-
mary sponsor of 123 bills that were en-
acted into law, including legislation
for the Trans-Alaska Pipeline in his
first year in Congress. More often than
not, he crossed the aisle on bills such
as the Infrastructure Investment and
Jobs Act, women’s rights, such as the
Lily Ledbetter Fair Pay Act of 2009,
and the Magnuson-Stevens Act, other-
wise known as the Young-Studds bill,
which revolutionized Federal fisheries
management and preserved the com-
mercial fishing industry in Alaska and
across the country.
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Mr. Speaker, Congressman Don
Young’s legacy will live on in every
Alaskan, every Member who has served
with him, and every staffer who has
been fortunate to learn from him.

His passing leaves a big void. He
touched our lives deeply in so many
ways, and this House will never be the
same without Don.

I pray for his wife, Anne; Congress-
man Young’s two daughters; and his
grandchildren.

Godspeed, Don Young, and gracias.
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WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Louisiana (Mr. CARTER) for 56 minutes.

Mr. CARTER of Louisiana. Mr.
Speaker, March is Women’s History
Month, and I can’t let this month pass
without highlighting two Dbarrier-
breaking public servants.

So many women have contributed
greatly to Louisiana, but today, I want
to take a few moments to celebrate
two: Councilwoman Dorothy Mae Tay-
lor and Congresswoman Lindy Clai-
borne Boggs.

A New Orleans teacher and activist,
Dorothy led a fight for equality within
the segregated school systems while
serving as a PTA president. Under her
leadership, the city’s Black and White
schools finally achieved equal funding.

While I didn’t know it at the time,
my educational experience as a boy
growing up in New Orleans in the six-
ties and seventies would improve
thanks to the work of Mrs. Taylor.
During the civil rights movement, she
successfully fought to desegregate New
Orleans recreational facilities and reg-
ister African-American voters.

She was a woman of many firsts: the
first woman of color to be elected to
the Louisiana House of Representa-
tives; the first African-American
woman to hold the head of a State de-
partment; and the first Black woman
and one of the first two women to serve
on the New Orleans City Council, in
1986.

Councilwoman Taylor worked issues
like criminal justice reform before
they were popular. After a century of
segregation, she was the first
councilmember to move on a proposal
to ban discrimination in Mardi Gras
krewe membership, a move that paved
the way for their eventual desegrega-
tion.

I was elected to the New Orleans City
Council in 1994, the year that Council-
woman Taylor retired, but I am so
grateful to have known her and to have
had an opportunity to learn from her
many pearls of wisdom.

Though she passed in the year 2000,
she left a lasting mark on New Orleans,
Louisiana, and our country.

Congresswoman Lindy Boggs lived a
life of service and warmth, unafraid to
break the glass ceiling while over-
coming great personal loss.

Her husband, the Honorable Hale
Boggs, served in Congress for decades
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until his tragic death in a plane crash.
Following his passing, Lindy Boggs re-
placed him as Congresswoman Boggs
and became the first woman ever elect-
ed to Congress from the State of Lou-
isiana.

It takes a lot of inner strength to do
that, strength we also see today from
our current colleague serving as a
Member of Congress from Louisiana,
Congresswoman JULIA LETLOW.

In this very Chamber, Congress-
woman Boggs fought tirelessly for
equal rights for women and minorities.
She also fought to make the House of
Representatives more welcoming to
women, successfully advocating for a
women’s-only space in a governing
body that was more than 96 percent
male. That room still exists today and
is appropriately named the Lindy Clai-
borne Boggs Congressional Women’s
Reading Room.

Throughout her life, Congresswoman
Boggs famously opened her home, her
kitchen, and her heart to the people of
Louisiana and the community she
loved so much.

She passed in 2013, but we all uplift
the memory of Congresswoman Boggs
and Councilwoman Dorothy Mae Tay-
lor for advancing issues that they had
committed their entire lives to pro-
tecting and advancing voting rights,
fighting against discrimination, pro-
viding healthcare to underserved mem-
bers of our community, and fighting
for humanity for people everywhere.

In the spirit of the Honorable Lindy
Boggs and the Honorable Dorothy Mae
Taylor, we say thank you for your in-
credible service, and we will continue
the drumbeat of these issues here in
Congress.

———

ENERGY COSTS AFFECTING U.S.
FARMERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. LAMALFA) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, there
has been a lot of talk about energy and
energy costs in this country and, of
course, in my home State of California,
where you can easily find fuel over 6
bucks a gallon. Let me translate this
conversation into what it means for
farmers and what farmers mean for
food supply.

Now, we know the United States
farmer provides the best, the cleanest,
the most efficient process, more grown
per acre per unit than anywhere else in
the world. So, it is amazing to me that,
just a few days ago, President Biden
announced that we are going to have
food shortages in the world and even
here. We are already seeing the empty
shelves. We are already seeing the high
prices—supply and demand for every-
thing.

In the United States of America, food
shortages make me ask: What are our
priorities as a country and as a govern-
ment here or in my home State, the
government of California?
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